Role of selectins and fibrinolysis in VTE.
Venous thromboembolism (VTE) accounts for an estimated 900,000 cases of deep venous thrombosis (DVT) and pulmonary embolism (PE) yearly, resulting in approximately 300,000 deaths [1]. For the past 150 years, Virchow's triad has encompassed the elements of venous thrombogenesis, including stasis, changes in the vessel wall, and thrombogenic changes in the blood. However, in the early 1970s, through the work of Gwendylen Stewart, a relationship between thrombosis and inflammation was suggested. In this review, we will address the role of selectins and fibrinolysis in the process of venous thrombogenesis.